U.S. Application No. 09/680,371 



Our Case No. 09792909-4647 



REMARKS 



Claims 1-30. Claims 31-42 stand withdrawn pursuant to a restriction 
requirement. 

In the Office Action of November 20, 2003, claims 1-30 were objected to for 
informalities and grammatical errors. Claims 1-13 have been amended in order to cure 
this objection, and claims 14-30 have been canceled. 

Claims 1-10 were rejected on being not patentably distinct from the subject 
matter claimed in commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 6,242,116 ( ( 116). Although 
Applicants disagree, in order to expedite prosecution, enclosed is a Terminal Disclaimer 
to cure this ground rejection. 

Claims 11-13 were rejected on being not patentably distinct from the subject 
matter claimed in commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 6,440,585 ('585). Although 
Applicants disagree, in order to expedite prosecution, enclosed is a second Terminal 
Disclaimer to cure this ground of rejection. 

The rejection of claims 14-30 on being not patentably distinct from the subject 
matter of commonly owned patents ( 1 1 6 and '585 is now moot in light of the cancellation 
of said claims. 

Regarding Japanese Priority Application P1 1 -285254, enclosed is a copy of the 
return receipt postcard showing receipt of same by the USPTO on February 14, 2001. 
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Return Receipt Postcard for 
Japanese Priority Application P1 1-285254 




Ser.#/Pat#. 0 



Due Date;. 



Please acknowledge receipt of: 

□ Application having ^_ pages of 
specification and claims, and 

sheets of drawings, FIG(S) 

□ Declaration /Oath 
O Power of Attorney 

□ Small Entity Statement 

D Check* 

O Patent Assignment Cover Sheet 

□ Assignment 

□ Chpcktf 

□ Letter 

□ Information Disclosure Statement ^ 

□ Form PTO-1449 & Refer. a 
a Certification 

□ Petition 
Q Check 

Mailed, 




ilirainary Amendment 
Request for Priority and Pri. Doc 
Reply to Office Action 
O Request for E?tt of Time 
,0 Check s 

^Amendment After final Rejection 
T: O Request for Bxt of Time 
.:£) Check * 
Corrected Drawings 
issue Fee Transmittal 
P Check # 
Other 




itenance Fee Transmittal Form 

Check #_ 

'ert of Mailing 
Jxpress Mail No. , 
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